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Introduction

This booklet has been designed by the principal of Drumnamoe to help parents of children with Special Educational Needs gain a better understanding of how their child’s needs will impact their education.  However, whilst we have tried to cover most of the policies and procedures, some questions may remain unanswered and therefore we would urge parents to please talk to a member of staff if they have a concern/query.  Parents may also request a copy of our Special Educational Needs Policy
Definition of Special Needs.
‘Special Educational Need’ is defined as a learning difficulty which calls for a Special Educational provision to be made for the child.  Most children will have special educational needs at some stage in their lives.  However, a child with a statement of Special Educational Needs means that the child may require some additional support to help him/her with their learning difficulty.  This may mean having access to an additional assistant. This assistance may take the form of additional support with self- help skills , and /or additional support to assist them with accessing the curriculum. There will be two registers in the school , one for SEN and one for Medical needs.
Our aim in Drumnamoe Nursery School is to ensure that all children have access to a broad and balanced nursery curriculum, and that effective learning opportunities are provided for all our children, regardless of their need.  We want to work closely with parents, and therefore we will endeavour at all time to make them feel welcome and encourage them to work in partnership with the school in relation to their child’s education.
Drumnamoe Nursery school is totally committed to equal opportunities and inclusion, and will therefore take every possible measure to ensure that pupils with disabilities are welcomed into the school and their needs met through Special Educational Needs funding or the schools own budget.  Our school is extremely accessible to wheelchair users, and there is a disabled toilet situated just off the front hall.  Consequently, there will be no area within the nursery building which would be inaccessible to disabled persons.   
Role of the  LSC (Learning Support Co-ordinator)
The Principal, (Mrs Mc Donald) is currently responsible for Special Educational Needs in the school (LSC).  Her role is to ensure that:

· All staff receive adequate and appropriate training in relation to special  needs.

· Support and guidance to all staff is provided.
· The Special Needs register is filled in and maintained consistently.
· Each child with additional needs has an up to date IEP [ Individual Education Plan ] with specific  Smart targets to work towards .

· Programmes are put in place for the identification of needs in new children every year, and their changing needs as the year progresses.

· Outside agencies including Speech and Language therapists, Educational psychologists, occupational therapists etc are involved in supporting children throughout the year.

Role of the class teacher
The class teacher’s role therefore is to:

· Identify each child’s needs and skills level
· Observe  the child and maintain appropriate records

· Create Personal Learning Plans (PLP’s) with realistic short term achievable goals.

· Work closely with parents, giving advice on any concerns and inform them of any action being taken by the school.

· Liaise closely with special needs assistant and external agencies.

Role of the special needs assistant
The SEN classroom assistant’s role is to:

· Provide assistance to the designated teacher for a child or children with Statements of educational needs.

· Support the teacher by providing special assistance as directed for a child with special educational needs.  

· Attend to the social needs of the child ,and in particular implement any training programmes devised for such children.

· Support teacher at all times with school activities ,where help is required in relation to children with special educational needs.

· Report any signs or symptoms that the children may require expert or immediate attention.

· Assist with toileting, personal hygiene and dressing.

· Attend any training courses as deemed necessary by the Principal.
In the case of working closely with Special Educational Needs children [ particularly if this involve Intimate Care] , staff will be asked to wear an apron and gloves this year 
Code of Practice

The SEN Code of Practice contains details of the legal requirements that education professionals must follow without exception, and statutory guidance hat must be followed unless there is a good reason not to.  It is a process where professionals from education health and care work collaboratively for joint outcomes. 

 It should be:

“a continuous and systematic cycle of planning, action and review within the school to enable the child with SEN to learn and progress.”  (C.O.P 2.42) 1998
The Three Stage Approach
Stage 1
· School delivered special educational provision
· PLP required
· The majority of SENs will be met through this Stage
· The responsibility lies with the school
· In mainstream schools and classes,   

· Reasonable adjustments and additional strategies and approaches aimed at meeting and addressing the child’s SEN
Stage 2

· The school delivered special educational provision plus external provision for example, the EA or a HSC Trust

· PLP required

· A smaller number of children need this provision

· The responsibility lies with the school plus external provision from EA

· In mainstream schools and classes (and by exception in special school or Learning Support Centre for the purpose of assessment)

· Reasonable adjustments, additional strategies and approaches plus resources, advice, guidance, support and training provided through the EA SEN support services to address the child's SEN
Stage 3

· Statement of SEN

· School and Ea delivered special educational provision plus any relevant treatment or service identified by a HSC Trust

· PLP required

· A smaller number of children will need this provision

· The responsibility lies with the school and the EA - with input from a HSC Trust where relevant

· In mainstream schools, LS Centre attached to mainstream schools or special schools (as determined within the statement)

· Reasonable adjustments, school delivered special educational provision plus EA provision as set out in the Statement.

 Personal Learning Plans – PLP’s
A personal learning plan is a planning and review document.  It contains information about strengths and difficulties of the child, targets to be achieved, strategies put in place to achieve the target, additional support required for the child, how the progress will be measured and when the plan will be reviewed.

Role of outside agencies
Educational Psychologist.

The Education Psychologist assesses problems encountered by children in education who may have learning difficulties or social/emotional problems.  They carry out a wide range of tasks with the aim of enhancing children’s learning.  They work primarily with teachers, parents and children and advise on provisions and policies to be made.

Occupational therapist.
An occupational therapist helps people who have physical, mental health or social problems to adapt to any aspect of their life with more independence, confidence and control.  Occupational therapists will customize an intervention program to improve ones ability to perform daily tasks, give guidance to parents and teachers on activities to carry out. 
Speech and Language Therapist  
The role of the speech and language therapist is to assess and treat speech, language and communication problems in children and to help them to communicate to the best of their ability.  They will work closely alongside teachers ,who have children in their class with  any of the following :
· Difficulty in pronouncing and using speech.                               [image: image2.jpg]



· Difficulty in understanding language
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Difficulty in using language

· A stammer                                                                                 
· A voice problem.

Child Development Clinic
The Child development clinic’s aim is to ensure high quality specialised service to preschool children who have been referred because of concerns about their overall development.  They provide specialist help in physiotherapy, occupational therapy and speech and language therapist.  The child and family have access to a large multi-disciplinary team who can assist ways to communicate, improve the child’s quality of life and skills to explore their environment.

Autism Intervention Team                                                                       [image: image3.jpg]



 The Autism Advisory and Intervention Service works in partnership with school, parents and other professionals and agencies to support the personal, social and educational development of children with an Autistic Spectrum Disorder.  It consists of professionals who have specific training, knowledge and experience in supporting children with Autism.  The core role for the AAIS is that of disseminating knowledge and understanding of ASD in order to provide a sound basis for intervention.  They provide training in a variety of different ways e.g. In- service training, whole school training, parent training and pupil workshops.

Downs Syndrome Support Team.
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The downs syndrome support team aims to provide support, advice and guidance to parents and school staff as well as working directly with children who have downs syndrome.  They make regular visits to schools and give advice on approaches and strategies to be put in place for children to help them access the nursery environment and allow learning to take place.

A synopsis of Conditions

Autism

Autism is a neuro-developmental disorder which is a life long condition disrupting the development of communication and social skills.  Children with autism have difficulties in verbal and non verbal communication, social interactions or play activities.  The disorder makes it hard for them to communicate with others and relate to the outside world.  Children may exhibit repeated body movements such as rocking or hand flapping, attachments to objects and resistance to changes in routine.  They may also experience sensitivities in the five senses of sight, hearing, touch, small and taste.

Global Developmental Delay.
A developmental delay is any significant delay in a child’s physical, cognitive, behavioural, emotional or social development in comparison with other children of his/her age.  Global Developmental Delay implies that a child has delays in all areas of development.

Downs syndrome. 
Downs syndrome babies are born with a slightly different cell make up from most people.  It affects the way they look and also gives them some learning difficulties. 

A child with Downs syndrome will suffer with a range of difficulties.  These may include speech with poor pronunciation, delays in gross motor function and cognitive development.  Some physical features may include smaller frame, protruding tongue, broad hands, short fingers and low muscle tone.  Children with downs syndrome need extra help learning to talk and may communicate through makaton signing. All of the staff in Drumnamoe have basic makaton, which will be revisited when required .  
Speech and Language Difficulties                           
A child experiencing speech and language difficulties refers to problems in communication.  Delays range from simple sound substitution to the inability to understand or use language for functional speech.  At two years and six months, a child’s speech development should include the following sounds:

P  b  t  d  m  n  w

At three and six months, a child should be able to say the following sounds:
K  g  l  y  f  s  h

Emotional and behavioural difficulties
Children suffering emotional or behavioural difficulties can experience difficulties in personal development and forming relationships which cause distress to the young child.  They maybe withdrawn and isolated, disruptive and disturbing, hyperactive and lack concentration.

Dyspraxia
Dyspraxia is a neurological disorder of motor coordination in which the child has difficulty in thinking out, planning and executing planned movements or tasks.  It affects the way that the brain processes information which results in messages not being properly transmitted.  Children with dyspraxia may demonstrate certain types of behaviour eg :

· High levels of motor activity- unable to stay still.

· High levels of excitability

· Maybe easily distressed.
· May constantly bump into things

· Limited concentration

· Poor fine motor skills.

Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder. (ADHD)

Children with ADHD act out without thinking, they are hyperactive and have trouble focusing.  They may understand what is expected of them but have trouble following through because they find it difficult to sit still, pay attention or attend to detail.
Physical Disability
A physical disability is a condition that substantially limits one or more basic physical activities, such as walking, climbing stairs, reaching, lifting, or carrying.
Visual impairment                                           
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Visual impairment or low vision is a severe reduction in vision that can’t be corrected with standard glasses and reduces a person’s ability to function at certain tasks.
Hearing impairments
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Hearing impairment is defined as ‘an impairment in hearing, whether permanent or fluctuating, that adversely affects a child’s educational performance.  The child with a hearing loss can generally respond to auditory stimuli, including speech. 

Social and Emotional Issues [ Attachment  or ACE s- Acute Childhood Experiences] 
Some children struggle more than others with attachment issues [ leaving their parents ] , which means that they take longer to settle . These children usually require a higher level of adult support in the Nursery , and specific strategies to help  and reassure them .Drumnamoe Nursery School prides itself on creating a nurturing environment , which will provide them with a safe , secure and loving environment, where they will flourish through encouragement and praise 
Strategies currently employed in Drumnamoe Nursery school.

A number of different strategies are currently employed within the school to ensure that all children are able to access all areas of learning available to them.  Such strategies include:

· Visual timetables- object, picture, symbols

· First and then charts,

· Who’s turn?

· Speech and language activities e.g. Sound flash cards

· Makaton

· Picture cues and prompts

· A variety of resources depicting disabilities (Media Initiative)

· Elklan Speech and Language resources

· Nurturing
· Solihull Approach

Staff training
The staff of Drumnamoe Nursery school have currently received up to date training in the following areas:

· Working with children with Autism and Downs syndrome

· Working with children with speech and language difficulties

· Working with children who have difficulties in co-ordination

· Managing and supporting child behaviour

· Makaton

· Inclusion of all children

· Sensory room training

· First Aid [ regularly updated ] 
· Solihull 

For up to date list of training please ask for a copy of Annual Report 
Links with other Mainstream Schools and Special Schools/Units.
Drumnamoe has established close links with our two main feeder schools of Tannaghmore and St. Teresa’s Primary Schools, where on occasions our children attend special events (e.g. Christmas Productions).  Most of our children transfer to these schools after completing a year of Nursery Education.  All Primary One teachers from these schools visit Drumnamoe in the summer term to meet the children in their own setting to ensure that they feel comfortable.  These visits also allow the Nursery teachers to pass on important information about the children to the P1 teachers, so that they are better informed about the children who will be in their class in September.

In the case of children with SEN, the class teacher may also use this occasion to pass on a portfolio to the teacher outlining all relevant information regarding the child.  This allows the P1 teacher time to discuss appropriate targets for the child.  Information on each child is also passed on through the Transition Forms at the end of the year.

For children with Statements or where it is deemed that a mainstream placement is not appropriate for a child, the school Principal will advise parents on the most appropriate placements and will urge parents to go and visit the schools.  If the parent(s) wishes Mrs Mc Donald may accompany them to the school on the visit in order to offer support. 
Conclusion

It is hoped that this booklet has given the reader some indication of the range of Special Educational Needs and how we provide for these in Drumnamoe Nursery School.  The following policies are in place to help achieve this:

· Special Educational Needs

· Equal opportunities

· Diversity Policy

They are all available on request from the school secretary.  
Our intention is that all children in our care are made to feel well cared for and special.  We will work closely with parents and other professionals at all times to ensure that each and every child in the nursery reach their full potential.  
Glossary
Special Needs Register-SNR.
-
Special Needs Register is a register in the school that contains the names of the children who have a Special Educational Need. 
Personal Learning Plan – PLP – Personal Learning Plan is a document containing information on the strengths and difficulties of individual children, targets for them to achieve and strategies in place to help achieve them. 
LSC (Learning Support Co-ordinator)- the person responsible for the provision of Special educational needs within the school. In the case of Drumnamoe this is the principal / class teacher 
AAIS- Autism Advisory and Intervention Service
ASD- Autistic Spectrum Disorder
Drumnamoe Nursery School

Where All Children Are Made To Feel Special
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